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Our friends over at National Geographic Adventure have posted their picks for Gear of
the Year for Spring/Summer 2011. As the weather heats up, we all need different gear
for our outdoor activities, and the items on the list reflect a different approach for the
new seasons.

As you would expect from a list like this, there is a little of everything, including
backpacks, tents, clothing, and more. One of the items making the list is the Osprey
Hornet 46 backpack, which receives high honors for being lightweight and flexible,
something that I noted when I reviewed the Hornet 32 awhile back. It's no secret that
I'm a big fan of the convenience and comfort that comes with the Osprey packs, and this
one is definitely no exception.

This is just a sampling of the gear that made the cut however, as there is plenty of other
footwear, gadgets, and other items as well. For instance, there are both DSLR and point-
and-shoot cameras on the list, as well as a great outdoor watch. The iPad 2 gets a
mention as well thanks its more svelte design and all around usefulness as a travel
companion, something I whole-heartedly agree with.

So, if you've got some spare cash burning a hole in your pocket, and you're looking for

some new gear for your warm weather adventures, take a look at what Nat Geo
recommends, and maybe you'll find an item that is exactly what you're looking for.
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